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May 10, 2006
SCIENCE LEARNING MUSEUM COMING TO UM—The main floor of the Skaggs
Building and the University Center Ballroom at The University of Montana will be
transformed into an interactive, hands-on, science museum for young people on Wednesday,
May 17. It’s not open to the general public, but members of the media are welcome.
Educators from the Science Learning Museum and San Francisco’s Exploratorium will set up
participatory exhibits and engage in science activities. Highlights will include appearances by a
group of educators called the “Super Science Squad,” a hang-glider simulation and a Bernoulli
blower, which levitates a ball on a stream of air. The Exploratorium also will offer three
traveling exhibits: “Hoop Nightmares,” “Seeing Depth” and “Intrusion.”
Montana high school students, on campus for the High School Health Science Symposium, will
be received in the Skaggs Building from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Fourth- and fifth-graders
from Bonner, Lolo and Franklin elementary schools will visit the mini-science museum from 4
to 5 p.m. in the North end of University Center Ballroom. The elementary students will be at
UM for Science Opportunities for Kids, a University-sponsored after-school program. Events
are open to the media but not the general public.
The Science Learning Museum now is under construction and is scheduled to open in October
2007 in space gifted by UM’s College of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences. Funded
by the National Science Foundation Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research,
the museum will offer a variety of interesting science displays and activities.
The fledgling museum will host a kids’, hands-on science tent at Out-to-Lunch in Missoula’s
Caras Park this summer. It also will organize a “Name Your Museum” contest, giving all
interested community members the opportunity to bestow an official name on the new museum.
The Exploratorium is a world-renowned, hands-on museum of science, art and human
perception. It has partnerships with science learning centers, museums and educational
institutions around the globe.
UM’s Science Learning Museum and ExplorationWorks, a similar program in Helena, now
are developing a partnership that will bring semi-permanent exhibits and inquiry-based science
curriculum from the Exploratorium to Montana, starting in summer 2007. Fundraising for the
partnership now is under way. For more information, call Holly Truitt, Science Learning
Museum associate director at (406) 243-4828.
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